[A comparative study of serotonin metabolism in helminths and their hosts].
Studies have been made on the content of the main metabolite of serotonin, namely 5-hydroxyindoleacetic acid in parasitic worms from various classes. It was shown that 5-hydroxyindoleacetic acid level is lower than that of serotonin, which is taken as an indication of low catabolism of serotonin in worms. This tendency was observed in helminths from different taxonomic, ecological and age groups invading media with both low and high levels of serotonin metabolism.